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To: The S e  / '  r e t a r y  

From: P# Ronald I. S p i e r s  

S a l e  of  F-5s t o  Libya 

Now t h a t  you have dec ided  t o  hold  i n  abeyance t h e  
s a l e  of  F-5 a i r c r a f t  t o  Libya,  r e p l i e s  can b e  made t o  

G 
F\ ' 

l e t t e r s  from M r .  L a i r d  and t h e  Spanish  Fore ign  M i n i s t e r .  

M r .  L a i r d  recommended s a l e  o f  t h e  F-5B e i t h e r  
from U S  o r  Spanish  produc t ion .  H e  a l s o  asked you t o  
r e s o l v e  t h e  problem r a i s e d  by s t o r a g e  c o s t s  f o r  t h e  
a i r c r a f t .  W e  propose  t h a t  you inform M r .  L a i r d  t h a t :  
( a )  t h e  s a l e  of  F-5s t o  Libya i s  be ing  h e l d  i n  abeyance; 
(b)  i f  ou r  p o l i c y  changes i n  t h e  f u t u r e  w e  p l a n  t o  
o f f e r  F-5B t r a i n e r s  and ( c )  w e  t h e r e f o r e  ag ree  t o  
t h e  s a l e  t o  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  of  t h e  F-5As p r e s e n t l y  i n  
s t o r a g e  b u t  w e  wish t o  keep a v a i l a b l e  f o r  d e l i v e r y  t o  
Libya t h e  one F-5B. 

The Spanish Fore ign  M i n i s t e r  r eques t ed  US approva l  
t o  s e l l  Spanish  assembled F-5Bs t o  Libya.  The proposed 
r e p l y  informs him t h a t  you d e s i r e  t o  ho ld  i n  abeyance 
f o r  now a  d e c i s i o n  on d e l i v e r y  of F-5s t o  Libya from 
t h e  US and t h a t  w e  t h u s  cannot  a g r e e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  
t h e  s a l e  from Spanish produc t ion .  
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Recommendation: 

Tha t  you s i g n  t h e  a t t a c h e d  l e t te rs  t o  M r .  L a i r d  
and t o  t h e  Spanish  Fore ign  M i n i s t e r .  (TAB A) 

Attachments : 
TAB A - L e t t e r s  t o  M r .  L a i r d  

and Span ish  M i n i s t e r  
TAB B - L e t t e r s  from M r .  L a i r d  

and Span ish  M i n i s t e r  

Draf ted :  PM/MAS : c W p a s  :bmh 
X22571 4/6/72 

Concurrences:  .J' PM/MAS : CChapman 
AF/N:Mr. ~ d e l $ z & / ~ -  
NEA/PA: COL Mundy & 7 

EUR/SPP:Mr. Landau Du[) 
AF:Mr. Moore 
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